January 2014 NEWSLETTER
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Happy New Year and best wishes for a happy and healthy 2014 full of only good things! We
also wanted to take a moment and sincerely thank each of you for a fun and successful first
half of this BHWC program year. The success of this Fall’s events is due to the tremendous
efforts put forth by each of our neighbors who have dedicated their time and talent to
hosting and organizing the special events that make Belle Haven such a unique place to live.
In particular, we wanted to recognize Laura Lawler, Amy Alberson and Catie Meyer, for ably
chairing and hosting what may have been the largest Belle Haven holiday party to date.
Their entire team deserves our hearty thanks, and we are so blessed to have been able to
conclude 2013 on such a high note. Well done, ladies!
We hope that you join us for our first event of 2014: a Winter High Tea at Belle Haven
Country Club on Sunday, January 12th. Reservations and payment ($20 each for BHWC
members, $30 each for guests) are due on Wednesday, January 8th. Please see inside this
newsletter for further details. Here’s to a wonderful 2014!
Lura Nell and Christine
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BHWC JANUARY 2014 CALENDAR
Thursday, January 9
7:00 p.m.

Board Meeting
At the home of Barbara McMurray
6002 Grove Drive

Sunday, January 12
2:45 p.m.

Winter High Tea and Program
Chaired by: Sara Jerome, Kathy McCarthy, and Kathy Mulcahy

Paige Canfield of Sumner B Designs will share the latest in
“Tabletop Trends and the Protocol of
Entertaining with Flowers”
Paige Canfield has turned her background in protocol into a
successful floral design business. Her work regularly graces the State
Department, Embassy Row, and numerous notable Washington
venues. Following her presentation, sip a cup of tea and enjoy scones
and sweets with BHWC members on a cold January afternoon.
RSVP via Your Paperless Post Invitation
Tea Reservations and Advance Payment Required by January 8
Payment cannot be accepted at the door!
Location: Belle Haven Country Club
Tuesday, January 14
10:00 a.m.

Community Projects
At the home of Kathy Mulcahy
1931 Summit Terrace

Monday, January 20

Deadline to Submit Holiday and Winter Recipes

Tuesday, January 21
10:00 a.m.

Garden Club Meeting and White Elephant Swap
At the home of Barbara Quarmby
6112 Woodmont Road

Saturday, January 25
Time: TBA

Community Projects

Food Drive - Canned and Non-Perishable Items
Collection
Chaired by: Diane Brumbaugh and Barbara Quarmby

Each week, over 600 struggling families depend upon the
United Community Ministries Food Pantry. Winter months are
especially a time of great need. Through your donations, help the
BHWC stock UCM’s Food Pantry and serve those in need in our
Alexandria community. Drop Off Location: To Be Announced
Tuesday, January 28
7:00 p.m.

Cookbook Committee
Meeting and Tasting – “Healthy Eats”
At the home of: Fran Rice, 6206 Arkendale Road

Please join us on Sunday, January 12, for a program featuring
Tabletop Trends and The Protocol of Entertaining with Flowers,
to be followed by a Winter Tea.
A cash and chit Champagne and Wine Bar will be available.
RSVP via Your Paperless Post invitation.
Checks (made payable to the BHWC) must be received by Wednesday, January 8th.
Advance reservations are required. Payment will not be accepted at the door.
Please include the name of any guest with your payment.

Belle Haven Garden Club
January News from the Belle Haven Garden Club
The White Elephant Swap is back!
Please join us on Tuesday, January 21st at our January Meeting hosted by
Barbara Quarmby, 6112 Woodmont Rd. All Belle Haven Women’s Club
members are welcome to bring garden items, china, crystal or other
household items that you once cherished (or received for Christmas), but
would like to pass along, and we will swap till we drop! Please let Garden
Club President, Eleni Silverman, know if you are coming so that we can be
sure to make room. You can contact her at eleni1@cox.net or call at
703.960.1261.

FOOD DRIVE
Canned and Non-Perishable Items Collection
To benefit the 600 families along the Route 1 Corridor who depend upon
United Community Ministries for food assistance.

Sponsored by BHWC Community Projects
Saturday, January 25
Details, including drop off time and location,
will be provided by e-mail at a later date.

FINAL MEMBERSHIP DUES REMINDER!!
There are still a few members who have not submitted dues checks. Please note that the
BHWC By-Laws provide that ladies with unpaid dues will be dropped from membership in
January. If you have not already done so, please submit your dues check for $40, made
payable to the BHWC by January 7th, to:
Belle Haven Women’s Club, 2209 Belle Haven Road, Alexandria, VA 22307
Questions: Contact Bethann Horey, Membership Chair, at horey.family@cox.net or 703.329.0220

BHWC Cookbook Corner

WE NEED YOUR HOLIDAY AND WINTER RECIPES!!
The BHWC Cookbook Committee continues to collect recipes for the Winter/Holiday section of
the forthcoming 2014 Seasonal Cookbook. All BHWC members are asked to submit favorite
Winter and Holiday recipes by the Monday, January 20th, deadline. Please be generous
with your submissions. We do need quite a number more to make this section sing!
The next Cookbook Committee meeting will focus on “Healthy Eats” and will be held on
Tuesday, January 28th, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Fran Rice, 6206 Arkendale Road. The
tasting meeting is open to all BHWC members. RSVP to Christine Corcoran Stark at 703-9609990 or christine.l.corcoran@icloud.com.
Happiest of New Year’s wishes to all.
Christine Corcoran Stark, Cookbook Committee Chair
Email Recipes to: bhwccookbook@gmail.com (Word Documents Preferred)
Hard Copies to:

Christine Corcoran Stark, 2221 Windsor Road
Note: Please include your name and contact information on
each recipe submission.

Questions:

Christine Corcoran Stark, Cookbook Committee Co-Chair,
703-960-9990

If you would like to join the Cookbook Committee, we’d love to have you with us! Please e-mail or call
Christine Corcoran Stark.

January Garden Tips from the Belle Haven Garden Club
January is a great month to plan for next year’s garden and peruse garden catalogs by the fireside.
That said, there are some tips for January chores:
Ice and Snow:
1. Consider using sand or kitty litter instead of salt or other chemical de-icers on driveways—this
will avoid damage to grass and plants.
2. If snow does cover your evergreen plants this winter, brush it off as soon as possible once the
storm is over. Use a broom, and brush from bottom upwards in a sweeping motion.
Indoor Plants:
3. Check all houseplants for insect infestation—especially those new plants you got during the
holidays.
4. Pinch back houseplants regularly to encourage bushiness—houseplants can get very leggy in the
winter months.
5. Ensure adequate humidity for your plants by using a humidifier in the room, or placing the
plants on trays lined with pebbles and filled with about ¼ inch of water.
6. Wipe off dust from the leaves of plants like philodendrons, dracaena, pothos and schefflera—
this keeps leaf pores open and the plant healthy.

In Memoriam
Former Belle Haven Women’s Club Member
Billie Austin

LOST AND FOUND
If you left an umbrella at the December Holiday Party, please contact Lura
Nell Mitchell at lntmitchell@cox.net to make arrangements to retrieve it.

Did You Know?
The Belle Haven Women’s Club has a terrific website. Find the BHWC Membership Directory,
Calendar for the Year, Photos, Membership Form, and More…

www.bellehavenwc.com
USER NAME: bhwcmember
PASSWORD: bhwc22307
For Easy Access: Bookmark the BHWC Website and Check

Remember Me

Thanks to All for Making the BHWC’s 2013 Holiday Party
Such a Special Neighborhood Event!!
Our deep appreciation to Catie Meyer for opening and sharing her beautiful and gracious home and to Holiday
Committee Chairs, Amy Alberson and Laura Lawler, for working so hard to plan and organize such a successful
and fun event.
Special thanks to Committee members who, since early September, organized and collaborated with
Committee Chairs on all of the details--specifically Jennifer Jacobs, Vicki Coward, Catie Hinko, Lori Wong,
Elaine Kramer, Martha Downs, Betty Demarest, Teddy Marchant, Tricia Calloway, Carole Kuhn, Alison
Christmas, Maura Burchette, Vicki Coward, and Lea Shuba. And, thanks to all of our neighbors who assisted
with sign-in, set-up, clean-up, and bartending; and, to those BHWC members who provided the yummy
holiday desserts for the party!! Of course, we cannot forget our GREAT elves that greeted everyone at the
door and did such a wonderful job with the coat check!!!

Joe Washington, Stan Krejci, Rich and Carolyn Ward, and Patrick
Burchette
Catie Meyer and her daughter, Rita

Holiday Party Co-Chair, Amy Alberson, with the Neighborhood Elves

Denise Jackson and Susan Hunt Check-in Party Guests

Bartenders Craig Shapero and John Voorhees

Denise Constandy, Peter Seka, and Suzanne Pritsios

The beautiful holiday desserts made by Belle Haven Women’s Club Members

BELLE HAVEN WOMEN’S CLUB 2013 TOY, COAT, AND
MITTEN COLLECTION
The BHWC first Toy, Coat, and Mitten Collection, co-chaired by Kari Shapero and Tucker Taylor, was a
huge success!!! New toys and new or gently used winter coats and mittens were collected and donated
to United Community Ministries (UCM), which serves families in need along the nearby Route 1 corridor.
The new unwrapped toy donations helped stock the UCM Holiday Gift Room, where client parents shop
for gifts for children ages infant – 14. The winter clothing provided outerwear for the UCM Coat Closet,
which serves the children of those in need. UCM staff reported that donations had been down in
December and the Belle Haven Women’s Club donations made a tremendous difference. UCM was most
grateful for the assistance provided by Belle Haven residents.
Thank you to all who supported and participated in this effort! And, very special thanks to Kari
and Tucker for all they did to coordinate this effort and deliver the donations to UCM!!

Tucker Taylor and Kari Shapero receive donations at the December 14 th Santa at the Circle Event.

Only a portion of the many Belle Haven donations loaded into cars, ready to be driven to UCM.

UCM’s Holiday Gift Room

Belle Haven Women’s Club
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GREENS
WORKSHOP

On the morning of December 6th the BHWC gathered at BHCC for a cherished tradition – our annual
Christmas Greens workshop - very ably organized by the talented Jan Routh. With an abundance of
holiday greenery on hand – including beautiful boxwood, holly with bright, red berries, juniper berries &
multiple varieties of seasonal boughs – neighbors designed and fashioned festive wreaths to adorn the
doors of Belle Haven homes throughout the holiday season. The event was attended by a wide cohort of
participants – many of them new to the event this year, as well as several for whom this tradition is a
staple of the early December calendar. Please plan to join us for this creative holiday event again next
year: all you need is your own ribbon, garden gloves, clippers and a willing spirit. Many, many thanks are
due to Jan for her always superb organization of this annual event!

Wreath created at the Greens Workshop for Catie Meyer’s home.

